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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS —  
FORTY-FIRST REPORT — “PETITION NO. 42 — REQUEST TO REPEAL THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION (ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREAS) NOTICE 2005” 
Government Response — Tabling — Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [2.04 pm]: Today I would like 
to inform the house of the government’s response to the recommendations of the Standing Committee on 
Environment and Public Affairs’ report, “Petition No. 42 — Request to repeal the Environmental Protection 
(Environmentally Sensitive Areas) Notice 2005”. I would like to acknowledge the work undertaken by the 
committee on this matter. The committee made nine recommendations in its report. 

Environmentally sensitive areas are relevant only in the limited context of exemptions under the Environmental 
Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004. These exemptions from the requirement for 
a clearing permit for low-impact land management practices are prescribed in the clearing regulations but do not 
apply in ESAs. The intent of listing areas or classes as ESAs is to ensure that clearing that is allowed by 
exemption under regulations cannot be undertaken without consideration through a permit application and 
therefore potentially degrade areas of special environmental sensitivity or value. The presence of ESAs does not 
necessarily preclude clearing from taking place. Since the regulations took effect, more than 900 clearing permits 
have been granted within ESAs. 

In support of the committee’s recommendations, the Department of Environment Regulation on 11 September 
published “A guide to grazing of native vegetation”. This guideline was released for public comment and the 
department also sought comment from the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA, the Western Australian 
Farmers Federation and the Gingin Property Rights Group. Consistent with the committee’s recommendation, 
DER has included a clearer link on its website to an interactive ESA map viewer for the public to search their 
property and identify whether an ESA is present. 

The committee recommended that a review be undertaken of the scope of land declared as an ESA, with a focus 
on wetlands. Understanding the committee’s primary focus on wetlands, I can advise that the Department of 
Parks and Wildlife, as the custodian of wetland mapping, has a protocol for updating the boundaries or 
management category of wetlands. The government is confident that the clearing provisions, in association with 
ESAs, will appropriately allow for low-impact activities without the need for a clearing permit and the protection 
of important environmental values. I note that the government response was due to be tabled in Parliament by 
9 October. I can confirm that the government’s response was submitted to the chairman of the standing 
committee on 6 October, and I now table the government’s response to the committee’s report, this being the 
first sitting period of Parliament since that time. 

[See paper 3486.] 
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